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VOVERLLE 2UOPPLERERT 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Commager, Henry Steele Houghton, Mifflin 
CHESTNUT SQUIRREL $2 .00 


This has the earmarks of a twice told tale of the family circle, which some- 
one thought ought to be put into book form. Personally, I don't feel that it measures 
up to the requirements, though it is a competent enough story of a mischievous squirrel. 
He breaks all the rules small children will recognize (and furthermore gets away with 
it); he is disobedient, greedy, naughty, and continually in and out of trouble. If one 
likes humanizing animals - in not too convincing imitation of the classic examples- 
this will probably serve as a time passer. The pictures by Lisl Weil are amusing and 
in the spirit of the text. (Cloth) (3/1) 


Bradbury, Bianca Houghton, Mifflin 
ONE KITTEN TOO MANY $1.50 


The author of Huggins with another beguiling story of a kitten that was just 
too friendly and generous when a stranger kitten bullied her out of her rights. It 
took the threat of alienating her mistress' attention that made her stand up for her- 

§ self. Enchanting pictures by Marie C. Nichols. (Cloth) (3/1) 


EASY READING 


Lenski, Lois Lippincott 
4 First two ROUNDABOUT AMERICA books each $2.00 


Miss Lenski has done some of her best work in successive regional books. 
Now- for a younger market- she starts a series which takes beginning readers to rural 
and city areas in America in stories which combine simple plot and a vigorous picture 
of regional activities and characteristics. (Cloth bound) Illustrations by author. 


PEANUTS FOR BILLY BEN 


After a slow start, in which a determined effort to inform small readers on 
the steps involved in raising peanuts overbalances the build-up of story and character. 
Billy Ben takes over as a very real six-year old, in a family affair. The setting is 
southern Virginia, the people are share croppers to whom a big crop of peanuts spells 
the difference between real poverty and an adequate living. Billy Ben is rebellious 
at demands made on him, but bit by bit realizes that he can take his share of respon- 
sibility in this game with a serious purpose. (3/3) 

2 


WE LIVE IN THE SOUTH 


Four short tales - varied in treatment- telling stories of children in dif- 
g ferent parts of the South. There's Betty Lou, PINEY WOODS GIRL; Evelina, THE QUIET ONE, 
a little colored girl who had a troublesome heart; Steve, fearful of the challenge of 
being A REAL FISHERMAN on the Gulf of Mexico; and Sally Jo who found BIG OLD ALLIGATOR 
in her father's Florida orange grove....In a way, more successful than the more thinly 
spun plotting of the longer books. (3/3) 
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-30- Juvenile Books 
REPRINTS for February Grosset & Dunlap 
Bee, Claire- CHIP HILTON: DUGOUT JINX- $.95 ($.85 until February 15) & 





Irwin, Inez Haynes - MAIDA'S LITTLE HOSPITAL- $.95 ($.85 until February 15) 
O'Brien, Jack - VALIANT, DOG OF THE TIMBERLINE- $1.25 ($1.00 until February 15) 
Striker, Fran- THE LONE RANGER ON GUNSIGHT MESA- $.95 ($.85 until February 15) 
Sutton, Margaret- JUDY BOLTON: THE BLACK CAT'S CLUE $.95 ($.85 until February 15) 
Thomas, David- fd. -TEEN AGE HORSE STORIES- $1.25 ($1.00 until February 15) 
Webster, Jean- DEAR ENEMY - $1.25 ($1.00 until February 15) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- Fiction 


Houghton, Mifflin 


Adrian, Mary 
THE TUGBOAT MYSTERY $2 .00 
: Not as well sustained as its predecessor, The Firehouse Mystery, this is a 
ptsappointment, for there is definite need for good mysteries at this third grade and 
level. There are echoes of the earlier book in the general pattern of the story, as 

nee again a youngster determines to raise the fog that hangs over a beloved relative's 
‘eputation. This time, however, the long arm of coincidence plays too important a part, 

hile the children intervene in most unlikely ways. The atmosphere of the East River 

iterfront seems paper thin. A contrived and amateurish story. ( 3/1) € 





McCormick, Dell J. & | Houghton, Mifflin 
Malcolmson, Anne MISTER STORMALONG $2.25 


Not since Irwin Shapiro gave us the folk character of Stormalong, the Paul 
Bunyan of the sailing ships, in his fow Old Stormalong Captured Mocha Dick, have we 
had as zestful a recounting of these entertaining adventures. And that's a good ten 
years ago. One legend here- one there - have appeared in various collections; even 
phapiro used only part of the story. But here they are, woven into a rollicking whole, 
pupplying straight-faced authority for the sources of many modern wonders, even to the 
hite Cliffs of Dover and refrigeration, the Panama Canal and the wonders of the days 

‘ canvas. Humor- adventure- tall tale telling. Imaginative line drawings by Joshua 


Tolford. (3/1) 


Jones, Ruth Fosdick Random House 
BOY OF THE PYRAMIDS $2 .50 


* The pictured wall of an Egyptian tomb supplied the inspiration for this un- 
1sual story which takes the reader back to the days of the building of the Great Pyra- 
uid of Khufu. A first rate adventure tale of two children, an Egyptian lad and his 
Rirl slave and playmate, in which they help solve a mystery and bring a criminal to 
onviction - a story told against a colorfully detailed background of period and set- 
ing. This sort of book makes ideal supplementary reading for history of days that 
peem tooremote to capture the imagination of most youngsters. Illustrations in line 


y Dorothy Bayley Morse. (3/90) 
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TWELVE TO FIFTEEN. Fiction 





Coolidge, Olivia E. Houghton, Mifflin 


THE TROJAN WAR $3.00 


Companion volume to Greek Myths (and to some extent dependent on it, for 
familiarity with the characteristics of the gods and goddesses and their intimate 
dealings with men). The Trojan War is, perhaps the most successful of her books. 
From the intricate complexity of the multi-legend war, Mrs. Coolidge has woven the 
material into a continuous pattern (sometimes taking liberties that the classicists 
may resent). She has included most of the better known individual episodes; she has 
simplified some of the issues; she has drawn the famous figures of the legends in 
vigorous terms; she has shown the gods and goddesses with their human frailties and 
passions, as taking vital part in the struggle. Here for today's readers is one of 
the world's great stories. Ill'd. (3/1) 


Leavitt, Dorothy Little, Brown-AMP 
ADVENTURE ON THE TENNESSEE $2.75 


A fictionalized account which might better have been presented as fact in 
the record of a trip from Washington, D.C. to Tennessee and the TVA. Congressman 
Cabitor's children, ranging from ten to fifteen, accompanying their parents on an 
inspection trip which makes the rounds of the dams and power plants, passes through 
the Blue Ridge Mountains, and culminates in a visit to a farming family on the bound- 
ary line of Tennessee and North Carolina. Painless dispensing of vital facts as the 
children absorb the wonders, and hear discussion of the pros and cons of TVA, past 
and present. They make a round of the lovely countryside in a Bookmobile, they see 
an Indian pageant and witness a community celebration. There is a slender thread of 
story interest in the conflict aroused by the antagonism of the orphaned nephew of 
the farm family. It takes the menace of a flood to bread down his resistance to 
friendship, and here there are some thrilling moments. But the children are stock 
models of eager front row scholars, and what story interest there is seems thinly 
dispersed. Competent presentation of the salient facts. (3/20) 


Fenner, Phyllis R.- £4. Knopf 
CRACK OF THE BAT: Stories of Baseball $2.50 


Ten short stories and excerpts from longer books, all dealing with diamond 
play and written by top flight writers in the juvenile field. Baseball fans will find 
plenty of thrills and inspiration in the stories of sandy-haired six foot three Bill 
with the crooked arm delivery; Lassiter, the prize college catcher, who gave up a 
record for a teammate; Roy, "the kid from Tompkinsville" who helped the Dodgers stay 
on top; of brothers' rivalry; of how Lou Gehrig joined the Yankees; of how the Babe 
acquired his nickname, and so on. The roster includes such favorites as Stephen 
Meader, Jackson Scholz, John Tunis, Bob Considine, B. J. Chute and others. (3/¥7) 


O'Moran, M. Lippincott 
TRAIL OF THE LITTLE PAIUTE $2.50 


* A moving story of the last stand of the Paiute Indians, told through the ex- 
traordinary adventures of a lad who determined to save his beloved grandmother from the 
sentence of death to the old. In an effort to reach the Santa Barbara Mission, they 
stumbled into the perils of Death Valley. Months of wandering - as Inoyo turned back to 
seek a horse, wanderings which brought him into violent conflict with desert and moun- 
tains, into friendship with a loyal young Spaniard, into futile attempt to bring some 
measure of understanding into relations between his people and the arrogant U.S. troop- 
ers, the settlers who coveted the Indian hunting grounds - these provide as absorbing 
an Indian story as I've read for many a day. The author of Red Eagle has given her 
readers another first rate story of the Indians of the Old West. The full page draw- 
ings by Claire Davidson provide an effective backdrop. (2/20) 
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Moore, Ruth Morrow 
JEB ELLIS OF CANDLEMAS BAY $2.50 

ei 
A revision and condensation of Candlemas Bay, which was one of the Literary 


Guild choices last year, for the older brackets of this age group, and the younger in 
Young Adults, this-is a warm, real family story of Maine fishing background and proud 
independence. The summer Jeb is 16 his father is drowned, his mother takes boarders,and 
his Grampie Jebron helps him into a real sense of manhood. For Grampie persuades Jen 

to let Jeb help with the debts his father left behind, helps him to carry on the lob- 
stering project so dear to his heart and it is Grampie's gentle and firm lessons which 
take Jeb through the sudden shock of the old man's death. Nice younger brothers and 
sisters, two likeable, and one vindictive, aunts, adult romances - and always the feel- 
ing of the life on the Maine Coast make this a book with more of a grown up flavor than 
most. W. N. Wilson's 13 illustrations are the chapter heads. (3/19) 


Emery, Anne Westminster 
SORORITY GIRL $2.50 


* For once the characters, in this special for teen-age girls, are not flattened 
to one-dimension by the "message", which is a healthy condemnation of the high school 
sorority menace. Jean Burnaby, high school junior, is a thoroughly convincing, intelli- 
rent and attractive minx, who succumbs in the natural course of social experimentation, 
to the lure of cliquishness in the all-important struggle for security in high-school 
society. The exhilarating prospect of a bid to the Nightingales, a potent, envied soror- 
ity sisterhood, meant not only recognition by the most smoothly poised girls in the 
school and an assurance of dates, but a sense of belonging to a ready-made "crowd" which 
slittered in the very public eye of the high school majority. However, Jean's innate 
rood sense and friendly outgoing nature soon prove vital factors in a growing dissatis- 
faction with her sisterhood, as the anti-deviationist mores of the Nightingales are * 
responsible for her breaking with reliable, easy-going Jeff and dating a dull, demanding 
fraternity-acceptable" senior; missing the fun of participating in extra-curricular 
ctivities because of sorority galas, and "must" meetings; and painful barriers between 
Jean and non-Nightingales. Jean's decision to resign from the sorority is not an easy 
ye, and the author has not underestimated the anguish this very real and common problem 
nay cause. Understanding, intelligent and a first-rate story. (3/2\) 





Meyers, Barlow Westminster 
TUMBLEWEED $2.50 


* A likeable, horny-fisted story of men and horses with the kind of rough senti- 
ment which makes strong men twist their Stetsons in acute anguish. When Rush Jones, a 
young mustanger down on his luck, lost his beloved little mare and almost his life 
through a truck accident, and fell in with rescuer Tracy Bender, a partnership began 
which proved money and face-saving for them both. There was the underhanded chicanery 
f unscrupulous neighbor, Lawland, a horseman with a grudge against Tracy, the problem 
of rounding up Rush's mare, and the more delicate matter of overcoming Tracy's phobia 
about an outlaw stallion called Chinook, the idol of Tracy's eye, whose savage bite had 
crippled Tracy for life. After some brutal sabotage by Lawland, ventures in horse 
training, and amateur sleuthing, Lawland is eradicated as a threat, the partnership 
flourishes, and Rush's mare and Chinook are reunited with their respective masters . 
‘op-rate leather lather. (3/24) 
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TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- Non-fiction 


Vaughan, Jogephine Budd Lippincott 
THE LAND AND PEOPLE OF JAPAN $2.50 


Fifteenth in the Portraits of the Nations Series, and measuring up to the 
high standard set by that useful series. The author, with an extensive background on 
the Orient herself, spent some time in Japan where her husband has a key job in the 
Occupation. A book such as this is particularly important now, when an up to date 
view of Japan of today, a backward look at Japan of yesterday, an understanding 
glimpse of Japan of tomorrow should be part of every young person's background. Against 
a concise but vivid picture of the physical appearance of the country, she explores 
the beauties, the natural resources, sharply limited as they are, the aspects of ag- 
riculture and industry. She gives us an inside glimpse of the houses and home life, 
something of the marriage customs, the religious beliefs, the holidays and ceremonials, 
the superstitions. There is less about education than one could wish, possibly be- 
cause it is in a state of flux. There is a brief summary of the new constitution. 

The history falls into three main parts. And the final chapters deal with the chief 
cities of Japan. Photographic illustrations. Map. Index. (2/20) 


Davis, Mary Gould- £d. Lippincott 
THE GIRL'S BOOK OF VERSE $2.75 


Revised edition of the companion volume to Helen Dean Fish's The Boy‘s Book 
of Verse reissued last year; a favorite since 1922, and now given new impetus by the 
addition of some of the later writers. The inclusion of what many will term "the ob- 
vious" is one reason for its popularity. A total of 130 poems, as against 91 in the 
original edition, provides for a fairly wide choice. Among the new poets are in- 
cluded such well known writers as Elinor Wylie, William Rose and Stephen Benet, T.S. 
Eliot, James Stephens, Robert Frost, Lizette Woodworth Reese, and many others almost 
equally acceptable. Not a collection that pretends to be definitive, but one that 
expresses personal enthusiasm and that has found favor over the years. (2/20 
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FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


O'Rourke, Frank Barnes 
NEVER COME BACK $2.50 


* Once a player slips from the Big Leagues, the road back is usually barred. 
Here is the story of a has-been who licked his enemy, strong drink, and a bleary 
blonde wife, brought himself back into shape, and at 34 caught on again as a pinch 
hitter with the "Quaker" (thin disguise for the Phillies). Good ball - good char- 
acterization - but those wise in baseball ways will be irked by the half and half of 
real names and phonies, which mars an otherwise top flight sports yarn. (2/26) | 


Gold, H.L.- Ed. Crown 
GALAXY READER OF SCIENCE FICTION $3.00 


* Your money's worth in this collection of thirty plus SF yarns which depends 
on quality rather than sure fire names. Devotees may recognize some that the average 
reader would miss. There is the expected unexpected fare:- space travel, spies from “a 
other worlds, time and space insolubles, all the gimmicks of the trade- a bumper crop. 
(For full report see P. 16) (Feb.) 
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Morgan, Mary Frances Doubleday 
TEACHER LADY $3.00 


Easy entertainment which sets up some funny situations in the self-portrait 
o* Bruce Sheehan, schooled for teaching (though her mind is more on boys than books ), 
while her older sister is groomed for glamor. Her first post brings her to a Louisiana 
town school where she copes with a middle-aged principal with young ideas- jer; and an 
assortment of other problems. Her second year takes her to the hinterland of Cajun 
isolation and ignorance in the Bayou country. And the end of it finds her off on a 
new career- matrimony. (For full report see P. 11) (3/6) 


Gulick, Bill Houghton, Mifflin 
A DRUM CALLS WEST $2 .50 


Post-civil war western of greater substance and superiority than usual. It 
follows the fight of Mark Bradley against a ring of killers who victimize an Idaho re- 
zion. Bradley spots his enemy, starts a newspaper to arouse public opinion, and wins 
his goal with fighting words. Redoubtable. (For full report see P. 15) (2/21) 


du Jardin, Rosamond > Lippincott 
DOUBLE DATE $2.50 


* Definitely superior to her earlier books (Seventeen- Class Ring ete.) in the 
enetration of the emotional problems of the upper teens. There's an unusual set-up 
ere but one which will strike home in many a family where the problem may be sisters 
(not necessarily twins - as in this case), one of whom is confident, assured, popular 
ith the boys, the other one, insecure and reserved. The usual round of High School 
loings, extra-curricular for the most part; one questionable issue, which is left un- 
Slved; and contest for the affections of one particular boy- these are the main in- 


sredients that add up to a readable, if not profound, book which should widen the 
orizons of the Janet Lambert - Betty Cavannah addicts. (2/20) 3\* 
Bacon, Peggy Scribner 
THE INWARD EYE $2.50 


* First rate mystery novel with an unusual set of circumstances:- an innocent 
nung housewife falls heir to the crooked falsities of ancther by the same name, and 
hile her reporter husband is off on an assignment, she gets caught in a net of fi- 
ancial shakedowns, blackmail and kidnapping. Some questionable factors here for the 
_nnocent, perhaps, but most upper teens will find it an absorbing tale, with a wind-up 

which provides a certain rightness in the protection of the killer. (For full report 
see P. 15) (2/15) | 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Baker, Nina Baker Little, Brown 
CYCLONE IN CALICO ? 


The story of a Western Clara Barton- Mary Ann Ball Bickerdyke. Widow of a 
nusician, a brave and struggling Civil War nurse, creator of new homes in Kansas for 
‘hicago's destitutes, champion of women's rights, her story provides not only a swift- 

y moving account of a colorful life, but a fair picture of the social and political 
factors of the times. She'd had a rough childhood and little formal education on a 
farm in Ohio, but she knew a lot about practical medicine. When the Civil War broke 

it, she was a widow with two sons, living in Galesburg, Illinois, and took as her job 

1e finding of some solution for the horrible conditions of the wounded Union soldiers 
in southern Illinois. Her story is a worthy addition to the annals of medical history 
pnd fine Americana. (For full report see P. 26) (3/13) 
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RELIGIOUS ‘BOOK SUPPLEMENT 
Edited:by Dr. K. D. Miller 


Ash Wednesday - February 27 Easter Day - April 13 


Between these dates, every bookshop and every Public Library has, perhaps, 
the best opportunity of the year to display religious books, books for devotional 
reading, books for study, books with an inspirational quality. This year we plan 
two Religious Book Supplements before Lent begins; and throughout Lent will run re- 
ports on religious books as they reach us. Check back supplements, check stock, 
prepare displays and keebh them fresh and alive. Call the books to the attention 
of local ministers, so that- in preparing Lenten reading lists, they will know 
which new books, which standard works are accessible for their parishioners. 


The books are arranged in order of publishers. The code letters D.R. 
tndicates books for Devotional Reading, and meet a year round demand. 


Maynard, Theodore Appleton-Century~-Crofts 
SAINTS FOR OUR TIMES $3.50 


One of the foremost Catholic Church historians has given us in this volume 
a brief sketch of the life and work of eighteen men and women who have been canon- 
ized by the Roman Catholic Church. As the title suggests, the author is at particular 
pains to bring out the enduring significance of each saintly personage with especial 
emphasis upon their message for our own day. Included are many of the best known of 
the Catholic saints such as Sts. Francis of Assisi, Anthony of Padua, Thomas Aquinas, 
Joan of Arc, Ignatius Loyola, Francis de Sales, Vincent DePaul, Mary Bernard Soubirous 
(Bernadette) and Therese of Liseux (The Little Flower). Of especial interest are the 
chapters dealing with saints whose names are not so familiar such as St. Isaac Jogues, 
Jesuit missionary to the Indians; St. John Mary Vianney, the champion of the peasants; 
St. John Basco, noted for his work with boys and St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, better 
known as Mother Cabrini, the first American citizen to be canonized. As aiways, 
Theodore Maynard writes interestingly and with a clear grasp of historical facts. A 
book of especial interest to Catholics, but it should have a wider appeal. (1/31) 


Clarke, Thomas Curtis Association Press 
Clarke, Helen Davis CHRIST IN POETRY $3.49 


A reference book in a unique sort of field. The editors have brought to- 
gether 529 poems from 282 poets, the majority of them relatively contemporary, at 
least within our century, and most of them names unknown to the average student of 
poetry. The basis of selection would seem to be primarily of practical, everyday 
use, with some attention to the pattern of the Christian year, but with almost no 
focus on specific human needs, devotional, spiritual, inspirational. A family book 
(as evidenced by its choice for use at some point in 1952 by the Christian Herald 
Family Reading Shelf). A collection that should prove useful for ministers of the 
Protestant denominations who need material for parish papers, for apt quotation and 
so on. The main headings indicate the scope:- Nativity; In Nazareth; The Man Christ 
Jesus; The Way of the Cross; The Continuing Calvary; Resurrection; Come, Follow Me; 
The Continuing Christ; The Revolutionist; The Lost Christ; The Triumphant Christ. 

A staple item, for continued sale and use. (2/27) 
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Velikovsky, Immanuel Doubleday 
AGES IN CHAOS $h .50 
Worlds in Collision took the reading public unaware, and to the consternation & 


of critics and scientists became a best seller. Much of the sale was to people wanting 
tangible support of religious faith, which they found in his secular historical evidence 
for Biblical legends. The more the scholars protested the more the book sold. This new 
volume will arouse controversy in different quarters, among archeologists, historians, 
siblical students. And especially among those who specialize in Egyptian and Israelite 
istory, for the main thesis aims to prove that the date of the Exodus should be brought 
forward by some 600 years, thus giving greater emphasis to the importance of Israel. He 
identifies through a study of papyri, events which he associates with certain Old Testa- 
ment stories. It is a big book, amply footnoted, and in view of the reception of the 
.rlier book, may reach both lay and religious book general market. Watch it. (2/7). 


4 


— 


Day, Dorothy Harper 
THE LONG LONELINESS $3.50 

Dorothy Day is a writer of experience and competence and this story of her life 

is interestingly told. Her development from a conservative and conventional background, 

to the espousal of socialism and left wing causes; next to a fervent conversion to Cath- 
olicism, to a fusion of her passion for justice for the masses and her devotion to the 

church expressed through "The Catholic Worker" and its associated projects,all combine 

to make an absorbing story. Dorothy Day, Peter Maurin and their associates have demon- 

strated that the zeal of the Communists for social justice can be matched by the church. 

tn a large measure the active participation of many Catholic priests in the labor move- 

ment is due to the agitation of this group. Dorothy Day knows the loneliness of es-: 

pousing unpopular causes but also the satisfaction of furthering social progress, and 

she knows how to convey these impressions to her readers. Of interest to Catholic eS 
readers and others concerned with social welfare. (1/16) 





Taylor, Harry Milton Harper 
FAITH MUST BE LIVED $2.50 
This is another book dealing with such psychological problems as worry, ten- 
sion, fear, fatigue from the stand-point of the Christian faith. It is a good book, 
full of practical and sage advice and sound religion. It is all on quite an elementary 
Level, but most of the problems of the man in the street need to be approached in just 


such a simple fashion. (Publ.) 


Library Publishers - 


d'Humy, Fernand E. 
MARY BAKER EDDY in a New Light $3.75 
It is difficult to ascertain what new light is thrown upon the personality 

and work of the founder of the Christian Science Church by this book. The author is 

scientist, and, while not a member of the Christian Science Church, is certainly a 
levotee and admirer of Mrs. Eddy and her philosophy. The book traces the development ~ 
>f this unusual woman from her girlhood through the assumption of leadership in the 
shristian Science movement. The extent of the author's admiration of Mrs. Eddy may 

> seen in the parallel he draws between her life and teaching and that of the Christ, 

he plain implication being that the two were equally inspired. Christian Scientists 

ill like this book. Others will scarcely find it as 'objective' as the publishers 


laim. (1/10) 
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Smith, Homer Little, Brown 
MAN AND HIS GODS $5.00 
Dynamite here! From the view-point of a naturalistic atheism the author of 
this volume passes in review the religious beliefs and practices of mankind from the 
beginning of history through the end of the nineteenth century. What he sees in the 
history of religion does not please him. In fact he believes that religion has been 
one of the most harmful factors in human history, a brake upon the progress of man- 
kind and a stultification of his intellect. He pays almost exclusive attention to 
Judaism and Christianity. The Old Testament he finds to be but a collection of myths, 
fables and legends intermingled with laws regulating the minutiae of man's behaviour 
so that the priests can keep their hold upon the people. The finest of the Old Test- 
ament prophets said nothing that was not said equally forcibly by pagan leaders. 
Jesus, if indeed he ever lived at all, had nothing original to contribute. The found- 
ing of Christianity as a religion is attributed to the fanatical and misguided zeal 
of Paul. Christianity made its way as a religion by absorbing pagan beliefs and 
practices. The author is at great pains to outline the folly of such beliefs as the 
creation and Fall of Man, and the existence of a personal devil. He has much to say 
about the Inquisition, the Crusades, and the absorption of the church in the battle 
against witchcraft. The Protestant Reformation did little to improve matters, ex- 
cept to give man more freedom from priestcraft. But now the old structure of super- 
natural religion is rendered intellectually untenable by acceptance of Darwin's 
doctrine of evolution. That, he contends, was the coup de grace for revealed re- 
ligion. Man, at last, is on his own and a good thing too. It is a strong case the 
author puts up and religionists should be acquainted with this out and out attack 
upon the value of religion, historically, culturally, and ethically. (2/7) 


Carrol-Abbing, John Patrick Longmans, Green 
A CHANCE TO LIVE $3.00 


* The author- an Irish priest- tells here the vivid tale of personal exper- 
ience in the battle to salvage something from the human wreckage of war. He has laid 
the scene in Rome and its environs, where he served as hospital chaplain under the 
Knights of Malta, then as staff member of the Papal Commission for the Relief of 
Refugees, and- after the war- as founder of the Boys’ Republic, modelled on Boys’ 
Town. His story highlights the terrible cost of war and makes clear what an under- 
standing person with a helpful spirit born of faith can do to relieve suffering and 
rehabilitate broken lives. A human interest story rather than a religious book - 
though it exemplifies religious faith translated into action. (2/25) 


Duanington, Lewis C. Macmillan 
KEYS TO RICHER LIVING $2.00 


_ * The sermons contained in this book were preached in the Methodist Church 
of Iowa City to overflowing congregations, half of them college students. On read- 
ing the sermons one can understand their appeal. They are vivid, practical, real, 
replete with telling illustrations drawn from life and current literature. They 
deal with problems of today's public. They are not theological, but they are deeply 
religious; they are not evangelistic but they are evangelical. They drive home the 
claims of the Christian faith in terms a modern man can understand. Preachers will 
find in these sermons a wealth of illustrative material for their own sermons. 

(3/8) 41s 
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Hubben, William Macmillan 


$2.75 


This timely book contains a brief but penetrating study of the message for their Ps) 
ime and ours of Kierkegaard, Dostoevsky, Nietsche and Kafka. A comparison of the life 


philosophies of these four men, a consideration of their influence upon one another and 
ypon the thinking of the present generation, make this a book of more than ordinary inter- 
‘st especially to those concerned in philosophy and theology. All four challenged very 
harply the comfortable, complacent philosophy of the middle-class European and the 
fficacy of a church so intimately tied up with the State and so remote from the needs 
ind aspirations of the common people. Kierkegaard and Dostoevsky especially are regard- 
by existentialist philosophers and neo-orthodox theologians as forerunners of their 
points of view. Dostoevsky contributed unwillingly to the development of the imperial- 
tic phase of communism, while Nietsche was regarded by Hitler as the philosopher of 
Naziism. None of these four can be ignored by present day thinkers, and as this volume 
resents their views in a not too technical exposition it deserves a wide reading. (1/29) 


FOUR PROPHETS OF OUR DESTINY 


Stephenson, George M. Macmillan 


$3 .50 


This is really a history of Protestantism in America, written on the thesis 
hat the pattern for Protestant life was set by our Puritan fathers. A description is 
‘riven of the religious life and faith of the Puritans and of many of the Protestant 
yvements and organizations which grew out of that beginning. The beginnings of Quaker- 
sm and Methodism are described, as is the effect of the Great Revival. 


A dispropor- 
ionate amount of space is given to the work of such organizations as the American Home 


issionary Society, the American Tract Society, the American Bible Society, and the 
various temperance organizations and the anti-slavery movement. The author, too, de- 


otes a good deal of attention to the effect upon American religious life of the European . 7 


mmigration of the late 19th Century and the resulting growth in the strength of Luther- 
nism and Roman Catholicism. 


THE PURITAN HERITAGE 





He gives the impression that the virility of American 
rotestantism was diluted by immigration and that we need to be reminded that America 
s what it is because of our Puritan heritage. (2/11) 


Treat, Roger L. 


Messner 
BISHOP SHEIL AND THE C.Y.O. $3.00 


It is not often that we have a nationally known sports writer bringing forth 
in appreciative study of the life and work of a Roman Catholic Bishop. But this par- 
ticular Bishop is an unusual type of ecclesiastic. In his early experience as a prison 
chaplain Bishop Sheil was appalled at the end result of juvenile delinquency and crime 
as he saw it in imprisoned lads and those whom he accompanied to the death chamber. He 
made up his mind to do something to combat delinquency by providing the youth of Chicago 
with a healthy outlet for their energies. Hence his promotion of amateur boxing tourn- 
aments (this is where the author comes in), the organization of the Catholic Youth 
rganization, the founding of homes for the homeless, a school for workers, and an 


incessant battle against discrimination, exploitation and intolerance. The story is 


breezily told, but the Bishop is a breezy individual and his life story needs to be 
told like this to get people to appreciate that clergymen are not all stuffed shirts 
nd that the church can and often does reach down and meet the real issues of life. 


(Publ. ) 


tecommended for more general reading than its title would indicate. 
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Short, John Scribner 


This is a volume of doctrinal and expository sermons by a British divine. 
There are sermons for the great Christian festivals -- Christmas, Easter and Whit- 
sunday and others-expounding Biblical passages. The sermons are good, but not by 
any means brilliant. They also serve to illustrate the difference between the ap- 
proach of American preachers and their colleagues in the British isles. (March) 24 


Spurrier, William A. Scribner 
GUIDE TO THE CHRISTIAN FAITH $2.50 


* It is high time that we had such a book as this which aims to describe as 
clearly and simply as possible the central Christian doctrines. The author has had 
in mind "those who are at least partially attracted by Christianity, but who have 
some serious doubts as to what the Christian faith really stands for, and whether 
it is really relevant to daily living". Acknowledging that most people shy away 
from "doctrine", the author asserts that what we believe is important, for "belief 
determines action". After a preliminary discussion of the purpose of theology, 
reason and faith and revelation, Dr. Spurrier discusses in turn the doctrines con- 
cerning Man, God, Christ, the Resurrection, the Atonement, the Christian inter- 
pretation of history and Salvation. The book is refreshing in that these great 
truths are set forth in language that any intelligent person can understand. The 
author is an Episcopalian, but the point of view expressed is that of the tradi- 
tional evangelical faith held in common by most of the major Protestant denomina- 
tions. Laymen who want to understand the distinction between the "liberal" view- 
point and the "neo-orthodox" will find this a fair minded exposition. (2/18) 


Wilder, Amos N. Seribner | 
MODERN POETRY AND THE CHRISTIAN TRADITION $2-15 
Ber 


The thoughtful, scholarly and penetrating treatment given to this theme 
by the author makes this book important for religionists of whatever faith, for 
students of literature and especially poetry and for all thinking persons who are 
coneerned about the basic trends of the cultural life of today. Coneerned as he 
is with the relationship of poetry and religion, the author is of the conviction 
that the modern poets, Auden, Eliot, Hopkins, Peguy and the rest, while seemingly 
breaking with the Christian tradition and writing out of the framework of a quasi- 
secularism are nevertheless "speaking to our condition" and may well be the 
, vehicles whereby the values of the Christian tradition are preserved in the crisis 
through which civilization is passing. An extremely thought-provoking book. 
(March) 2 4 









TRIUMPHANT BELIEVING : $2.50 
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Bruno, Pere de Jesus-Marie, 0.C.D. Sheed & Ward 
SATAN $5.00 





A number of Catholic theologians, most of them French and English, have col- 

laborated to produce this exhaustive study of the devil. The first part of the book 
is theological in nature, designed to prove the existence of a personal devil and to 
interpret his nature and his activity. The second part of the book is more of a 

sychological approach to the question, dealing with demoniac possession, witchcraft 

nd exorcism. The concluding chapters outline the place of Satan in art and literature 
with particular reference to Milton, Blake, Balzac, Gogol and Dostoevsky. This is 

rimarily a book for Catholic scholars, but the increasing number of people of all 
faiths who realize that we must come to grips with the reality of evil will find it 


illuminating. (2/12) 


Earle, Clifford J. Westminster 
HOW TO HELP AN ALCOHOLIC $1.50 


Designed specifically as an aid to Protestant ministers in their pastoral 
fork, this handbook.should be very useful to all those concerned with cases of alcohol- 
ism who wish to be of help. It outlines the extent and nature of the problem and has 

ry specific advice to offer as to how to deal with alcoholics and how not to handle 
hat problem. It deals with the contribution of medicine, psycho-therapy and religion 

the solution and gives full credit to Alcoholics Anonymous for its philosophy and 
technique. Free from sentimental moralizing, this is a sane and constructive approach 
to the problem. (3/17) 


Kean, Charles Duell Westminster 
THE INWARD CROSS $1.25 








B. This series of meditations on the meaning of the Cross will be suggestive 

r preachers preparing their own Lenten and Good Friday sermons. Six of the medita- 
tions are based on the last words from the Cross. They are deeply spiritual in tone 
nd content and full of fresh insight into the meaning of the old, old story for today's 
hristians. Protestant but not sectarian. (1/21) 


Kepler, Thomas S. DD.- 4d. World 
WORLD DEVOTIONAL CLASSICS Each $1.50 
D.B. *Three volumes;- Theologica Germanica by Meister Eckhart et al 


Introduction to a Devout life by Francis de Sales 
The Imitation of Christ ed. by Thomas a Kempis 


These three volumes of classical devotional books will be eagerly welcomed by 
the growing number of Christians who are interested in the mystical aspect of the Christ- 
ian faith. They are perhaps the best known and most widely read of the devotional 
lassics, and Dr. Kepler, of the Graduate School of Theology of Oberlin has provided 

brief but excellent introduction to each volume. These can be highly recommended 
or Lenten reading, no matter what the denominational or sectarian background. (2/27) 
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